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So much has been written at va-

rious times respecting the Terri--

toryof Arizona that it would be

folly almost to attempt going'

over- - so well beaten a path. !

Enough has been given of its
tropical heat, its vast plains of
sand, its mountain ranges, its
curious old ruins, and its dreary,
desolate appearance generally,
to render unnecessary saying any
thinsr more on the subject. The
exhaustive articles on, and pro

fuse illustrations of everything
interesting appertaining to the
"Apache Land" that have been
published, give, of course, a very
fair idea of the country and its
resources as then known, but yet,
Arizona must be seen to be fully
and properly appreciated. With-
in a year past great changes have
taken place. The pictures here-

tofore drawn, always dark and
gloomy, now begin to assume a
brighter appearance, and the time
may not he far off when the ter-

ritory so long and so justly dread-

ed, will become an attractive
place not only for the tourist, but
for the actual settler. Now that
the rails are laid so far within its
border, an excellent opportunity
is offered to look at both sides of
the picture of Arizona. Some
idea can yet be formed of the ter-

rible discomfort endured by those
who less than a year since, were
compelled to make ihe journey
from Yuma to Prescott or Tucson,
packGd like sardines in a box, ori

, buckboard," or in a mud wag-

on. Yes. it can be seen from the
windows of a comfortable passen-

ger car, and as one looks upon the
vast expanse of dreary waste
through which the old stage road
passed, he fully realizes the.

change that has taken place, and
thanks his lucky stars that his
visit was deferred until the pres-

ent time, when the greater part
of the journey can be made with
every comfort,and when thirstcan
be quenched from the tank of ice
water, insteau of being compelled
to resort to the canteen, which
always formed part of the outfit
of a person destined far within
the land of the Apache, the cac
tus! and the rattlesnake. Now is
the season to make the visit, bear
with the heat, the du.st and the
discomfort arising therefrom, for
all these must be experienced in
order that a proper estimate may
be formed of the energy, the per
severance and the endurance that
have constructed a railroad so far
within a desert, which, I venture
to assert, is not a whit more in
viiingin appearance than is the
great African desert of Sahara
True it is that all staging has not
yet been done away with. The
passenger for Prescott, Phoenix
and Florence has even now a fair
share of it, and fourteen hours
are yet necessary to reach Tucson

from the end of the track, but the
worst has been wiped oat, and
the old Arizona traveler looks

upon the stage route of the pres-

ent day as a mere nothing in com-

parison to former times, when
distance had not only to be over-

come, but when there was every
chance of having to submit to

"throw up your hands" aigu- -

ment of the road agent, and of
hearing the whiz of an Apache
bullet, or scarcely less fatal arrow.

How rapidly the Southern Pa-

cific Railroad has been construct-
ed since leaving the Uolorado riv-

er is well known. What was the
terminus one day became a way-statio- n

in a fortnight afterwards.
Soil went on uutil Maricopa 156

miles from Yuma and 931 miles
from San Francisco, was reached,
and at that point the first impor-
tant station was established. The
old terminal points of Gila City,
Adonde, Texas Hill, Stan wix and
Gila Bend, have for a time lost
their former importance. A water-

-tank, section-hous- e and side
track are for the present all that
remain of the canvas towns that
once did a flourishing forwarding
business. The present dullness
of the several points named will,
nowever. oe Dut temporary, or
until it is determined what sta-

tions are necessary to
in order to meet the future busi-
ness of the line. The prospects
now are very flattering that min-
ing operations in the mountains,
both north and south of the rosd,
in the vicinity of Gila City Texas
Hill and Stanwix, will be of a
very extensive character. Ma
chinery is going in, and when
fairly in operation results may
be obtained that will lead to the
establishment of more than one
thriving mining camp, and then
.such stations will be opened as the:
company may deem neeesary to
moet the increasing business of
the road. Again, the country
along the Gila river valley can be
irrigated without much trouble
and at comparatively small cost.
The railroad from Yuma to Gila
Bend follows close to the line of
this stream, and when in time it
may be considered expedient to
reclaim this land, and render fer-

tile that which now bears the ap-

pearance of being nothing but
a sand heap, stations may be made
on the Southern Pacific, and
thriving farms may spring up in
'localities that now appear incapa
ble of producing anything but the
me.-qu- it or cactus.

Maricopa must, from its locali-

ty, remain the distributing and
forwarding point for Prescott,
Phoenix and all the mining dis-

tricts and military pasts of North-
ern and Eastern Arizona. The
Railroad Company, seeing the
importance of this point, has con-

structed u large aud beautiful de- -

not and frcitrht hue. there, nnd '

in a little time more the pla--

will become one f note. Pho- e-

nix. b'v the stage route, is distant
twenty-eig- ht miles north from
Maricopa, and Prescott, bv wav
of Wickenbtrg, is distant one !

hundred and thirty miles no 1 1

of Phoenix. By what is known
as Black Canyon road, the dis-

tance between Phoenix and Pres-

cott is about one hundred miles;
the route is not, however, as much
used as the other, by reason of
the road being in audi bad con-

dition. Between Phoenix and
Prescott, the Tiger, Tiptop, Peck,
Vulture aud other mines are lo-

cated. The time by stage from
Maricopa to Phcenix is about sev-

en hours, and from Maricopa to
Prescott about forty hours.

After leaving Maricopa the road
turns sharply to the southward
and eastward toward Tucson by
way of the Picacho pass, and had
the weather permitted, would,
doubtless, have been completed
to that city, distant about ninety
miles from Maricopa, by the 1st
of July- - Unfortunately, how--!

ewr it became too hot to handle j

and lay the rails, and a stop had
to be made at a point twenty-si-x

miles from MaricoDa, which is

known as Casa Grande (Large
House), deriving its uame from a

remarkable ruin a few miles north
and east of the present station. ;

Work on the road will in all piob--
ability be resumed in October,

i
and by the lotn oi jwovemuui,

judging from? ', the' speedy
work of the pastfyit will have
reached Tucson. At .the. present
time rasa Grande istyie forward-
ing point for Tursoif; and Flor-
ence, and the Pioneer, Globe,
Tombstone, Patagonia and other
mining districts. Casrt Grande
may remain the forwarding point
for Florence and the Pioneer and
Globe mining districts, but the
piobabilities are that Picacho will
be selected , as it is equally as near,
and is on much 'better ground.

It may be as well here k

of the most important settlements
of the Territory, and I will com-

mence with the two north of the
railroad, viz : Phoenix and Pres-
cott.

The first is a busy thriving town
of, I should say, about two thou
sand inhabitants, many of them
being Americanized Mexicans.
It is situated in the Salt River
Valley, and is in the midst of a
fine agricultural country. The
buildings of which itiscomposed
are priucipally of adobe, but there
are some fine brick stores now in
course of construction, It is reg
ularly laid out with wide streets,
on either side of which are rows
of cottonwood trees that afford
ample shade. There are three
grist mills in and near Phcenix,
and these furnish much of the
flour used in the Territory. The
approach to Phoenix through
groves of trees und fidos of grair
certainly presents a delightful
contrast to the country one passes
through before reaching it. Ver-
ily it is an oasis in the desert, as
every one "must acknowledge.
Take it altogether it ia a prosper-
ous town, one that is destined to
be at no distant period, one, if not
the most important point iu the
Territory.

Prescott, the capital of the Ter
ritory, is nestled among the hills
at an altitude of between five and
six thousand feet above the level
of the sea. It beautifully located
iu a finely timbered country, and
in appea ranee is a thoroughly
American seuiemenc. its nouses
are princip tlly frame, but it ho ists

handsome bnck Court and
f)uat-- , and a number of

stores constructed of the
same material. Its population I
should estimate at horn iour to
six thousand, nd it has less of
the 3Iexican element iu it. th ;u

iiny other place in the Territory.
The climate of Prescott isdelight-fu- l,

and it is the more enjoyable
after passing through the intense
heat of only a hundred miles to

the southward. At the present
liiuo Prescott is a very dull place.
The scarcity of rain for years past
has materially interfered with
the agricultural interests of the
locality, and farmers and mer-

chants have serious fears for the
future. The greater portion of

the lumber used in the Territory
heretofore has been furnished
from the vicinity of Prescott.
Now, however, its lumbermen
fear that by reason of expensive
teaming, the towns of southern
Arizona will find it more advan-
tageous to purchase their sup-

plies from California. Fort Whip-
ple, at present the Headquarters
of the Dep.u tment of Arizona, is
located about three quarters of
mile from Prescott. Much of the
life and prosperity of the latter
place is derived from its proxim-
ity to this important military
post. It would be a sad blow to

Prescott should Headqiuriurd ;

removed to a point msirer the
niUioad.

ovu-'ppearanc- e arainoruugi",)'

Mexican. Built entirely of adobo
and houses being but one story
high, they are most unsightly,
and the stranger finds nothing
about either place to render them
attractive. Florence is situated
within the belt of timbered (cot
tonwood) land that is found along
the line of the Gila river. Wheat
and barley are grown to some ex-

tent in its vicinity. The town is
very dull at present, but being
in the neighborhood of several
important .mining districts, the
probabilities are that it will re-

vive in time.
Tucson is, beyond all question,

the city of .Arizona. It has a pop-

ulation of about eight thousand,
two thirds of which is Mexican.
A number of extensive business
houses are located in Tucson that
do a large and lucrative trade
especially with the State of Sonu- -

ra Mexico. Now that it is settled
that the railroad will pass within
the city limits, the probabilities
are that a new town will spring
up in the immediate vicinity of
the Company's buildings, one
more pleasing than now exists.
It will be discovered that a frame
building, properly constructed.
eatube made? us cool and as com
fortable as one of brick or adobe,
and vhen this is known we may

)k for something possessing
more claims to architectural beau
ty than can now be found iu that

nitty. will be the great !

ontre)f supplies for numerous
mining' districts ofsouthern Ar-

izona, and it is destined to be-

come n p"Jace of great importance,
that t60 ih a very short time.

Thors dan be no question but
that Arizona is exceedingly rich
in gold a nt silver, to say nothing
os other metals. The develop-
ments of the past prove this, but
it is for the future to show the
immense value of the mining
property of he Territory. In
aiding such developments, the
great value of fhe railroad will be
demonstrated. The difficulty and
danger of penetrating to all points
will be in.a great vueasure remov-

ed, the greltt expense of trans-

porting heavy machinery aud
supplies to and ores from the
mines will be done away with,
and those capitalists who, have
heretofore declined lo invest their
money in localities so difficult of

iccess, wilt now reconsider 'the
matter. They will,go and see for
themselves, and w.heti the pros-pect- s

are promising, wjll doubt-

less place their sp ire funds from
where they are satisfied-ampl- e

returns will be made. Already
the shipment sf bullion froVn the
southern' mines has commenced,
aud in a year hence we m.iv look
for a large and increasing supply
ol the precious metals frorn all

the districts in the Territory hm

are now opened and from others
that are destined to be opened

within a very short period of time.
The mining interests of Arizona

are but in their infancy, but with'

the railroad facilities now exist-

ing and to be increased so rapidly,

it is but natural to expect that
the time cannot .be long delayed

when the great mineral wealth

of the Territory will be fully
and I firmly believe that

it will prove greater than the
most sanguine expec. Avery
little time more will prove if I am
a false prophet or not.

The beneficial influence that !

mil !.! ix l..dt;nU.l ... I......". -- I UI1.IM.

The towns of Florence and Tuc- - j eiapscd the stage-coac- h was
i uJthnnnlv mno rvv cransporiauou

lor passengers and mails, antjffi&'
wagons were alone used

the change to th
'
hf '

present condition of affairs is th
'

more wonderful. In the matter - t

of army freight and transportaf'fe1
tion of troops and mails, a grear
saving will he made by the Govf' '

erdment. But why be so partic- -'

ular in specifying any particular
benefit arising? It is sufficient!
to say that all will be benefited.
The Government, the merchant,,"
the farmer, the.mechanicand thefV
miner, will all realize the change; I.
and will soon discover how muchj
the business prosperity of .the
Territory is to be enhanced byf 'x
means of rapid and cheap trans- -
portation. Even the teamsters, ;

stage owners and drivers, who,,'
one would naturaily suppose,--migh- t

be injured hy the appeacr-- K
"

ance of the railroad, are locating' a

new routes whereby other por-Pl- fe.

lions of the Territory will be
opened up.

Undt-- r tne new state of affairs f
the mechanic finds increased de-- ?j

'

mand for his labor; farms are yj
double in value ; mines that were
comparatively valueless, because
yji ueiuif ou iuaccesiuie, are now
made remunerative, and last but
not least, the merchant, although
tiia urorits in ti.H fntn.ru m;iv
be jis large as in the past, hia on a m!
will be so much increased ia iu W
more than make up the deflciei)- -
vy. rne cost of Jiving will be
necreased, tor the market must
fail, in view of ihe fin iliv with d
which an tiescripiions ui auppes
can be brought within the Terri-
tory.

The following indicates how
great i reduction may be expected
on all descriptions of merchandise
by the advent of the ruiird.
ILiVing no idea Unit it would
make such rapid strides some of
Hie merchants . of Tucson found
memseives, mis spring, over--
stocked with goods that has cost ft
inem neaviiy ry leasou of tins
high rates paid for transportation
by wagon. When there was every
probability of the road reaching
Tucson by the 1st of July they
became alarmed ; they were fear-
ful that their large stocks would
have to be disposed of at a very
serious loss, but when it became
necessary to stop laying the rails
by leason of the excessive heat,
their spirits revived, for they saw
an opportunity to get rid of what
they tiad on hand at old prices,
and thereby effect a saving of
many thousands of dollars. Well
might they explain "gracias a
Diosi" when the welcome news
to them, was received that 'the
whistle of the locomotive would
not be heard in their vicinity
until the fall, instead of in the"
early summer, as they had an-
ticipated.

There can be no doubt but that
the population of Arizona will wr '
rapidly increase, especially at & 'iinostj points near tne mining dis-
tricts. Farming lands, and lands
cap ible of being reclaimed will
be rapidly taken uo. The tim
ber interests which are large,
will be cared for, saw mills will
be placed wherever lumber can
be produced, and life and activity
wui be infused into every brunch
of industry. I shall watch the
b"Vfiopinent3 of the next twelve
mi.rwhs with no little interest, ''Wlnot that l have any doubts re- - Wkf
garaing them, but simply trom a
desire to hear what those persona
will say, who. croaker-lik- e, have
always shaken their heads and
said there was nothing good in
Arizona.

While I congratulate thepeoplo
of Arizona at the bright prospects
for the future of their Territory,
and I hope soon their State, Imust at the same time congratu-
late the railroad Company at the
encouraging prospect tor business.
The construction of so grand a
highway was a plan boldly con-

ceited and as boldly carried out.
When completed it will be one of
the most perfect works of its kind
in this or, any other country, and
Ohe that our neonle should be
!m)Uuf 'Itssuccess as a mil road

" ",W He ""H'lUSHlU, I'S
UJ ft rt ,1,.. cuinirv l ir()Urn

','?' tepidly and thoiOughlF
aV., V

revoi-Jiec- outfits. F. EuUctvi ;

th:- - future of Arizona eauirot bjl'h,i:' is 1

t4ir fi-:.- - i;s -

aiuaaJ. WnQait ia eou- - j gfr.. , s,lc volUMUs,u-o- f f
mtioroa how short a time has it. uig weai'hof our hole

since
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